
MINUTES
GARFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting
Wednesday

January 25, 2023

The regular meeting of Wednesday, January 25, 2023 was called to order at 7:10 PM by
President, Raymond Rivas.

1. President Raymond Rivas asked for the Roll Call:

Present:
President, Raymond Rivas
Vice President Ruth Springer
Treasurer Suny Mellawa
Mayor, Richard Rigoglioso
Michael Kupec, Jr.
Alternate for Superintendent Anna Sciacca, Marie Marx (via Zoom)
Alternate for Mayor Richard Rigoglioso, Christopher Braitsch (Present,
but cannot vote) (via Zoom)
Director, Mary Jo Jennings

Vistor: Thomas Derr (Newly Appointed Trustee)

Absent:

Superintendent of Schools, Anna Sciacca

2. President, Raymond Rivas read the following statement:

● Pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, Laws of 1976, adequate written
notice of this meeting, together with the agenda of this meeting is to be:

● permanently posted on the Board's officially designated public bulletin board, located in
the Garfield Public Library lobby, 500 Midland Avenue, in the City of Garfield

● delivered to the Passaic Herald News, and the Community News, newspapers circulating
in the City of Garfield,

● filed with the City Clerk of the City of Garfield; and



● mailed to all persons, if any, who have requested said notice, pursuant
● to Section 14 of Chapter 231, Laws of 1976.

Due to the current COVID-19 quarantine, notice of this meeting was posted electronically on
Facebook, and the Garfield Free Public Library webpage.

3. It was moved by Suny Mellawa and seconded by Raymond Rivas and unanimously
carried to accept the Minutes from December 2022 and January 4, 2023.

4. It was moved by …. and seconded by ….. and unanimously carried to accept the
treasurer’s reports from January 2023.

5. Communications: None
.

6. Community Room: None

7. Director’s report:

● Director attended:

❖ Centennial meeting on Wednesday January 11th at 3pm.

❖ Friends Meeting Saturday January 14th at 10am

❖ Meeting with the Mayor on Wednesday January 18th at noon regarding the sewer.

❖ NJ State Director’s/Trustee Check In Webinar

● Waiting on the electrician to install the cables for the computers in the new media

center area.

● The Director would like to hold at least one half day session of Staff

Development/Meetings once a quarter this year according to the following schedule:

o March 30th 2023
o June 29th 2023
o September 28th 2023
o December 28th 2023

Each day ,closing the library at 3pm for a meeting.

Centennial Committee Report (Ruth Springer)
New Additional Sponsor
Mailed out 280 envelopes with ad forms
Honorees have received packets



Fundraiser proceeds earmarked for Director’s Wishlist
Will have raffle sales…available until day of event
Deadline for tickets ….May 1st??

Applebees Pancake Fundraiser

Foundation Report - No Report

Friends Report - Galentine Tea Party (Costume Jewelry Sales & Mystery Bag Sale)

Purchasing Manager Resolution

Moved by Suny Mellawa and seconded by Ruth Springer…motion passed.

Strategic Plan

BY-LAWS

TRUSTEE CHECK-INs

-GREATER ??? (across the street, helping the homeless) noted by Chris…grants….set-up table.

OUTREACH - Senior Movies at the library

CAREER FAIR - Resume Writing Workshops

FINANCIAL LITERACY -

HACKENSACKMERIDIAN -

7. Motion made by Ruth Springer seconded by Chris B…. to close the meeting. Motion passed.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reorganization Meeting of the Garfield Free Public
Library Board of Trustees was adjourned at 8:00PM.

Resolution was unanimously passed.

Respectfully submitted,



Michael Kupec, Jr.
Trustee Secretary


