1.

MINUTES
GARFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Board of Trustees
REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday
December 28 , 2022

The regular meeting of Wednesday, December 28, 2022 was called to order at 7:00 PM

by President, Ruth Springer.

President Ruth Springer asked for the Roll Call:
Present:
President, Ruth Springer
Secretary, Donna Miller
Treasurer Suny Mellawa

Alternate for Superintendent Anna Sciacca, Marie Marx

Alternate for Mayor Richard Rigoglioso Christopher Braitsch

Director, Mary Jo Jennings

Absent:
First Vice President, Jazzmine Paz
Second Vice President, Raymond Rivas
Superintendent of Schools, Anna Sciacca

Mayor Richard Rigoglioso

Visitor:

Michael Kupec

President, Ruth Springer read the following statement:

Pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, Laws of 1976, adequate written

notice of this meeting, together with the agenda of this meeting is to be:

permanently posted on the Board's officially designated public bulletin board, located in
the Garfield Public Library lobby, 500 Midland Avenue, in the City of Garfield
delivered to the Passaic Herald News, and the Community News, newspapers circulating

in the City of Garfield,

filed with the City Clerk of the City of Garfield; and

mailed to all persons, if any, who have requested said notice, pursuant
to Section 14 of Chapter 231, Laws of 1976.



Due to the current COVID-19 quarantine, notice of this meeting was posted electronically on
Facebook, and the Garfield Free Public Library webpage.

It was moved by Christopher Braitsch and seconded by Suny Mellawa and unanimously
carried to accept the Minutes from November 2022.

The Treasurer's report from December 2022 was accepted.

3. Communications: None

4. Community Room: None

5. Director’s Report:

The new shelving we received from the ARPA Grant is COMPLETED. The ends
of the shelving were installed and we have received the money from the grant to
reimburse us for the costs.

e The Director is still waiting for another proposal for the sewer issue. Sam
Garofalo was emailed a copy of the camera images of the sewer to pass on to his
sewer person,. No reply from him yet. There was no issue with any sewer backing
up after the tree lighting event.

e The electrician has installed more outlets so we can move the computers to the
new location. Still waiting for the new cables to be installed before the move
occurs.

e The Tree Lighting was a success and enjoyed by all. Thank you to the Hispanic
Alliance Group of Garfield.

e The Sew a Donut Program concluded this month and has attracted more interest
for the next program in the new year.

e The Library had a table at the Boys & Girls Club Gala.

e Dec 8th Suny Mellawa met with the Director to review the budget, before she
became ill. Corrections need to be made to the different line items. I would like to
state she is the first of the Treasurer | have worked with to come in separately
from the Board Meeting to assist with the books. Thank you Suny.

e Director attended the MEL/JIF meeting at city hall Dec 14th

e Director attended the System Council Meeting Dec 15th. New technology
changes are on the horizon in the new year.

e The VFW picked up the full box of toys that the library collected this year for
them.

e Dec 17th and 18th the floor at the bottom of the basement stairwell was
refinished.



e The Rotary Club of Garfield held their Gift Wrapping party for a local Garfield
Family at the Library on Dec 21st.

Old Business:

Sewer Issue
Quotes are still being obtained.
Garfield Free Public Library Foundation Update:
The Director and President met with Tom Duch to find candidates for Board
members..
Friends of the Garfield Library Update:
A meeting was held on Dec. 10.
A trip to see Joshua Bell at Newark PAC is being scheduled for the spring.
A” Gal “-entine tea is planned for February 12 .
Centennial Committee Update:
Ad Packets and tickets are available.
Trustees are responsible for selling 2 tickets.
Sponsors are Spencers Bank , Dr. Ngo and an anonymous donor.

The next meeting is scheduled for January 14th.

New Business:
ReOrganization Meeting January 4th 2023 7PM
Resolution:
Donna Miller offered and Suny Mellawa seconded the following resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Library Audit for 2022 be accepted as submitted, and
that a copy of the report be kept in the Director’s office available for public use.

The resolution was unanimously passed.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Regular Meeting of December 28, 2022 of the
Garfield Free Public Library Board of Trustees was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Resolution was unanimously passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Miller
Trustee Secretary



