Garfield Friends of the Library
General Meeting

3/19/2022
Present: Debi Lisovsky Marie Alfano Alexa Nosal
Mary Jo Jennings Ruth Springer Mac Nickles
Rosalie Nickles Mike Haluska Jarek Gutkowski
Linda Scalera Diane Peters Fran Morrione

1.Theme: Go Green. Meeting called to order by Debi at 10:10am.

2.Meeting minutes for February 19, 2022 were read by Fran. Some typos were noted which will
be corrected and copies provided to Debi and Mary Jo ASAP. A motion to accept the minutes
was made by Rosalie, seconded by Linda with all in favor to accept the minutes. However,
Jarek noted that an error was made in that the potential travel/explorer speaker he mentioned
at the February meeting is an older adult not a teenager.

3 Treasurer’s report was not available.

4.A new membership form was provided by Fran. However, after review by the members
additional changes were suggested. A revised form will be presented at the next meeting.

It was also suggested that the welcome letter sent to new members contain contact
information including the friend’s website. These changes will be made by Rosalie.

Re: Perks of New Membership: After discussion, the members approved a meet and greet get-
together for all current and new members . A date for this event is undecided at this time. A
drawing for a basket will be included in the event. Another perk of new membership will include
a free bag of books at the May 2022 book sale.

Debi advised that she is developing procedures for volunteers to follow for new membership
signups and the correct allocation of monies collected by categories of membership, mystery
bags, and donations.

Marie reiterated her suggestion from the previous meeting of contacting local businesses to
offer friends a discount on sales made at their businesses. Rosalie will write a letter of
introduction to be used by members who contact businesses. The letter will include our tax
exempt and 501(c)3 numbers.

Ruth expressed concern that this effort might conflict with the Centennial Committee’s plan to
solicit donations for that event scheduled for 5/2023. However, upon discussion it was
determined that there is no cause for concern in that this project will focus on discounts not
donations at this time. In anticipation of starting this project, all members were asked to bring a
list of area businesses to the next meeting.

5. Jarek on the Marketing Committee will develop an eblast for the May book sale which will be
reviewed and approved by the group. Fran will provide an updated list of emails for him to use
for the eblast.

6.Nick, a member of the library staff, will look at the friend’s emails that come into that site. No
information was available regarding Facebook.

7.No information was available regarding the March book table sales.



8.Marie developed a volunteer signup sheet for all the upcoming fundraisers and events. Some
additional information such as the name and contact information of the lead volunteers will be
added.

Members were asked to donate books for the upcoming sale. Several members will soon start
sorting and storing books in the designated storeroom area as well as sorting items for the
garage sale portion of the sale. Garage sale items will be priced by the donor. All items not sold
will be returned to the donor immediately after the sale. Boxes are needed.

Mac provided the following information for the Tanglewood outing: Piano concerto - Sunday,
7-31-2022, leaving at 8:00am & returning at 8:00 pm. Bus transportation to be arranged
possibly with Gracie’s input and/or possibly joining another group also going to Tanglewood.
Approx. 3 hours travel each way. Advertise for all to know. Cost unknown at this time. Check
website for program information when plans are finalized.

Jarek will speak with his adult classic traveler friend with an invitation to attend our meeting to
provide more information regarding this possible high school event.

Poetry in Motion will be discussed at another time.

Halloween Tea coordinators are Michele and Ruth. A recent article in The Record mentioned
restaurants specializing in tea+ options.

9.Per Alexa, information re: The Book of Friends activity will be provided at the next meeting.
However, several publishing possibilities were mentioned such as website only, self-
publication, laser publishing at Staples, color or black & white, print on demand, etc. Nik will be
asked for 10 minutes of his time to discuss further. Cost will be a factor.

Marie mentioned several publications including Visible Ink, a MSK annual publication that is
offered for sale for $20 and cookbooks often offered for sale by local churches that contain
recipes from members. She also will provide a source for purchasing pencils that can be used
by the friends either for sale or as giveaways.

Discussion for local business discounts, merchandise sales and Zoom Trivia will be continued
at another meeting.

In an effort to increase volunteer efforts, Debi distributed paper shamrocks and asked all to
enter their names and volunteer interests on the shamrocks which were posted on the
community room bulletin board.

Rosalie mentioned the upcoming 75th anniversary dinner for the Garfield Rotary to be held
6/1/2022 at the Royal Manor. A raffle will be held with $7,500 going to the winner and $7,500
going to the Rotary. Debi asked if we as a group could buy a ticket? Our Treasurer, Michele,
will be consulted. A motion to participate was entered by Debi, seconded by Rosalie, and
unanimously approved, if we are permitted to participate.

Other items: Friends of the Library week 10/16-10/22/2022, BCCLS Breakfast also in 10/2022,
Women’s History Month, Efforts to support Ukraine, Possible Lobby Display

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rosalie, seconded by Alexa.
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am. Next meeting 4/9/2022. Minutes submitted by Fran Morrione






