Garfield Friends of the Library
General Meeting

April 9, 2022
Present: Debi Lisovsky Mary Jo Jennings Michele Reutty
Ruth Springer Alexa Nosal Fran Morrione
Rosalie Nickles Mac Nickles Sal Lagattuta

Nick Skurteski

1. Meeting opened at 10:11AM by Debi Lisovsky. She advised that a basket of oranges and
bottled water was presented to the Garfield Library staff from the Garfield Friends as a “thank
you” to the staff for National Library Week:Connect with your Library. In keeping with the
theme, Library Director, Mary Jo Jennings will advise the friends of a “wish list” technology
related purchase that the friends can provide.

Debi also welcomed a new member, Sal Lagattuta to our group.

2. Fran read the Secretary’s minutes from the last meeting. Motion to accept from Alexa,
seconded by Rosalie.

3. Michele provided the Treasurer’s report as $6,973.24 in the account. Mary Jo said that there
is $75 more that needs to be deposited.

4. The membership form was updated by Fran but upon review by the members, it was
deemed important to add that we are a 501(c)3 organization. Motion to accept by Rosalie,
seconded by Diane.

4. Rosalie was unable to provide a revised “Letter of Introduction” letter at this meeting but
she will do so for the next meeting.

Perks of Membership, Book Sale Prep, Revised Membership Form:

Alexa suggested a free bag of books for all with a membership card. This information needs to
be provided on the membership card.

$5.00 bag of books starting at 2:00 PM on sale dates. The high school students and customers
seemed to enjoy this option. 10 High School students will assist at the May 14, 2022 book sale
as arranged by Linda Jackson, library staff member.

Per Debi, let’s assign a friends member to mentor each student and assign students to greet
customers, provide a shopping bag, advise sites for book categories, mystery bags, and
garage sale items, offer to help customers shop, bring sold books to cars, bag books at
cashier desk, etc. All in attendance approved the above mentioned suggestions.

Mac expressed the good experience of our 2021 book sales with the help of the friends and
high school volunteers.

In addition, Garfield’s Spring Carnival on May 12th through May 22, 2022 at Columbus Park
should increase attention to our book sale. Earlier in the year, Mary Jo had contacted the Rec
Center Director to include our book sale dates in the town Quarterly Newsletter but thus far the
book sale dates have not been advertised.

The membership form was updated by Fran but upon review by the friends it was deemed
important to add that we are a 501(3)c organization. As a new member, Sal completed a



membership form but was unable to determine what the “Event” line was for. It was explained
as a way to determine what event a member attended for the friends to better determine what
event(s) prompted membership i.e. book sale, library patron, etc.

5. Jarek was sent text and a list of friends email addresses for an eblast regarding our book
sale on 5-14-2022. As requested by Debi, he will sent out two announcements before the
event.

Michele will contact The Community News regarding the book sale 5-14-2022. Ruth
recommended contacting Pat Gallagher for this Garfield Event.

6. Nick discussed the process for the friends to obtain a Facebook account. He addressed
Michele, as our Treasurer, and the members in attendance, about the application process and
the need to clarify the official name of our organization needed for the application, names of
the officers, a letter on our letterhead authorizing Nick to be our social media liaison, our
501(3)c status and a current bank statement with our account number which is needed for
future use to accept donations and sell products.

7. A bank deposit of $75 will be made for the indoor book sales.

8. Continued discussion by Debi on the preparation for the 5-14-2022 outdoor book sale as
follows:

Book sorting & packing - assigned to Fran, Alexa & Diane
Book storage - do not block circuit boards next to fridge per Mary Jo.
Supply container needed - Fran will purchase

Setup 9:30 am Mac, Mike, Michele, Debi and high schoolers to set up tents, tables & carts.
Schedule for additional volunteers needed as we get closer to the date

Direct book transport from library to outside - Fran

Direct book placement outside - Alexa

Label goody bags - Rosalie

Cash drawers - Michele

Coffee & donuts - Fran

Lunch - pizza & soda & water

Cashiers to use individual cash slots designated for book sales, mystery bags & garage sale
items

Tanglewood updated by Mac:

Date change from 7-31 to 8-7-2022

Conductor Andris Nelson, Holst the Planets

Bus information needed. Debi will contact Gracie

Trivia updated by Michele:

Trivia Masters Chris & Steve are ready

Date change from 4-2022 to 6-24-2022. Library closed on Saturdays starting the last Saturday
in June)

Live & in person at the library

Nick will develop a flyer; possible projection on the library’s electronic screen

Motion to make Nick an honorary member of the friends approved

Alicia asked that Diane Fiske who is a major supporter also be named an honorary member

Continued Bathroom issue at the library: no public bathrooms
Rosalie will write a letter to the Mayor & City Manager



Halloween Tea updated by Michele; Ruth is co-chair
Supplies available

To reach out to Paola for refreshments

Poetry in Motion: tabled

National Friends of the Libraries: 10-16-10-22-2022

Marie was unable to attend our meeting but previously she had provided Debi with information
re: purchase options for pens & pencils.

Business discounts: Marie had also provided Debi with information; no discussion at this time:
anticipating a lot of effort to achieve this option.

9. Book of Friends - discussion postponed until the next meeting.

Centennial Cookbook: Rosalie suggested literary connection with recipes.

Michele reported a recent jewelry sale at Summit Library with donations evaluated by a jeweler.
Possible newsletter in the future.

Sal suggested historical pictures & text for the lobby case.
Next meeting need ideas for a library theme for centennial book.

Meeting ended approx. 11:45 am. Next meeting 5-21-2022
Submitted by Fran Morrione



