Garfield Friends of the Library
General Meeting

6-19-2021
Present: Debi Lisovsky. Venita Allen. Jarek Gutowski
Mary Jo Jennings.  Fran Morrione.  Mac Nickles
Rosalie Nickles. Alexa Nosal. Diane Peters.
Michele Reutty. Linda Scalera.  Ruth Springer

1.Debi Lisovsky opened the meeting at 10.12am. Theme: Christmas in
June.

2. The Secretary’s report of meeting minutes from the 5-29-2021 meeting
was read by Fran Morrione. A correction was requested by Treasurer,
Michele Reutty regarding the book sale+ profit of 5-22-2021 as $1,040 not
$700 as recorded. Mac Nickles motioned to accept, Michele seconded the
motion.

On behalf of the Garfield Friends, Rosalie Nickles will send a letter to Drew
Pavlica honoring him with a lifetime membership as a Friend for his efforts

as a former trustee.

3. Treasurer, Michele Reutty reported the successful results of the book
sale+ of 6-12-2021 as follows: $ 551.50 book sale & memberships
25.50 tip jar
34.00 table top book sales@ library
$ 611.00 Total

Balance in the account is $5,073.75. Motion to accept by Ruth Springer,
seconded by Alexa Nosal.

Mac commented that all the volunteers from the 5-22-2021 book sale came
to help at the 6-12-2021 sale as well as some new members!

4. New membership procedure is as follows:
Michele receives new membership forms & records dues.
Rosalie sends a letter & membership card.
Fran records information on the roster sheet.



Discussion continued regarding updating memberships and affixing the
appropriate star to the membership card. It was also suggested that the
date of membership be noted on the membership form as well as the event
that the new member attended.

Rosalie had mailed out follow up letters to those who had expressed
interest in becoming a friend several years ago at the Garfield Street Fair
and Michele emailed to those listed on the roster. As a result of that,
Michele noted that she received 3 continuing memberships and checks
totaling $135. Fran will phone those on the roster that only listed phone
#'s.

5. Solicitation for Membership: Rosalie has revised the donation letter &
completed the postal mailing.

Maintenance Membership List: As per Debi’s agenda “this is an ongoing
project to improve communication and expand member participation.”

Mary Jo mentioned that she will be sending large print books that have
been pulled from the system to the Senior Building. This news was well
received by Senior building administration.

The tabletop book sale has been reestablished. No book donations will be
accepted until right before the September book sale.

Alexa, Fran and Diane will cleanup the temporary storage area left in
disarray after the 6-12-2021 book sale. (Planned after the meeting, the
cleanup is scheduled for 6-23-2021 at 10:00 am.) Jarek offered to help but
at this time no other area can be used for storage. Per Mary Jo, of special
importance is to not block the bookkeeper’s cabinet.

6. Events:

A. Congratulations to the volunteers at the 6-12-2021 book sale. See
above for the results.

B. Zoom Trivia is scheduled for 7/10/2021. Advertising is heeded. Michele
will contact the Community News by sending another request for
publication of this event.



Comments etc. regarding this event included:
Trivia questions are ready & will include all age groups. Previous trivia was

more geared to popular culture.
An attempt to retrieve Email addresses from previous participants is

needed.

Re: Advertising for Events

Advertising for the trivia event and other library events have been made by
Mary Jo by sending flyers to the City, YMCA, Boys/Giris Club, & schools as
well as library postings. It was suggested that the Senior Center & Senior

Housing be included.

It was suggested that the marquee at the VFW be asked to advertise. Debi
will contact Dennis at the VFW to see if this is possible.

Rosalie will contact Michele and/or Veronica at the Rec Center to see if that
marquee can be used to advertise “Friends” events.

C. The original contact for the Tea Party has gone out of business but
Paola will be asked to consider catering this event with a possible limit of
165 people. Planned for 10-24-2021. Michele had posted pictures of the
prior Mad Hatter Tea Party and received inquiries for a future event.

7. Future Events:

A. City wide garage sale scheduled for 7-17 & 7-18-2021. Discussion
centered on the possibility of our participation but since the event is so
close it does not seem possible to participate.

B. Poetry Jam is also known as Spoken Word. The high school English
dept. (possibly Nancy Kutsup) will be contacted. Michele has author,
John Troast, scheduled as the emcee.

Although not listed on the agenda, Ruth provided important information &
details concerning the street fair scheduled for 9-26-2021. She said this will
be a group effort from the Friends, Foundation & Trustees. Enthusiastic
discussion ensued including but not limited to the number of tables allowed,
the location of those tables, would we be able to sell books, etc.



It was estimated that table space will be limited to possibly 2 tables with the
table location unknown at this time but hopefully in front of the library.

Ruth stated that money was needed for the gaming license in order to have
a raffle.

Promotional items as either giveaways and/or sales will be needed. Ideas
are welcomed. Magnifying bookmarks, flashlights, & squeeze books were
mentioned.

C. Due to summer hours, the library is closed on Saturdays during July &
August. No meeting in July. The August meeting date is scheduled for
Tuesday, 8-17-2021 at 10:00 am.

September dates: Book sale 9-11-2021, general meeting 9-18-2021 @
10:00 am, Street Fair 9-26-2021. Donations for the 9-11 book sale will be
accepted the week before the sale; no sooner due to storage issues.

Debi requested donations of seasonal (fall, spring & summer) items for gift
baskets.

A request was made to finance the cost of prizes for the Children’s Summer
Reading Program. $300 was determined to be sufficient. Michele motioned
to accept, Mac seconded. All were in favor, motioned passed.

Possible participation in the town wide garage sale came up again but after
extensive discussion it was decided to participate next year not this year.

Fran will check the Community News for a contact or website. (Completed
after the meeting in email to Debi & Michele.)

The drawing for the new member gift basket was completed. Mary Jo drew
the new member name of Mary Shlanski.

Ruth asked for a motion to pay for a gaming permit: Fran seconded.
Motion to close the meeting by Alexa, seconded by Venita. Meeting closed
at 11:05 am. Minutes submitted by Fran Morrione



