Garfield Friends of the Library
General Meeting

10/9/2021
Present:  Debi Lisovsky Venita Allen Mike Haluska
Fran Morrione Mac Nickles Rosalie Nickles
Alicia Thompson Diane Peters Alexa Nosal
Linda Scalera Ruth Springer Mike Labriola-Guest

Meseting opened at 10:09 am by Debi Lisovsky.
1. Theme: Friends of the Library Week 10/17- 23.

2. Fran read the prior month’s meeting minutes which was followed by a motion to accept,
accepted & seconded.

3. Treasurer’s report provided by Michele and read by Debi with additional discussion as
follows: Tabletop sales: $35, Mystery Bags at library: $15, Donation Jar from Street Fair: $18,
Mystery Bags sold to new members @ Street Fair: $55. Deposit made $175.

Total in account $5,891.75.

For the future: In order to better determine the source of proceeds, book sale, mystery bag &
new membership money has to be kept separate.

Fifteen (15) new members joined the Garfield Friends @ the Street Fair. Level of support was
not noted on 2 forms but it was determined that all paid for new memberships. Rosalie will
send letters to all new members.

4. Membership Committee: Alexa, Fran, Venita & Rosalie. Membership forms have been
updated to include date, type of event and Jarek’s name for eblast notices.

5. Marketing Team: Mac & Jarek. Mac needs to speak to Mary Jo regarding the password.
Website question: Who posts & updates? Current information is outdated.

6. Events Coordinator: Mike Haluska will communicate with the library staff in writing regarding
upcoming events. Using the library’s rolling screen was suggested as a way to inform library
patrons of upcoming events. '

A. Book sale 10/16/2021: Keep money separated by category i.e. book sales, memberships,
donations & mystery bag sales. Alexa suggested separate cash boxes to keep the money
separated. Good Idea! Plus keep the the cash boxes covered during sales.

B. We will accept book donations from members for religious, children, cookbooks, self-help
and medical themed books, only. Per Linda Jackson, 12 high school students will assist at
the book sale as part of their community service requirement.

C. Discussion continued regarding accepting additional donations from the public including
the pros & cons, drop off dates, dealing with varying amounts ad condition of books, etc. It
was decided that the Garfield Friends will NOT be able to accept donations from the public
at this time due to the amount of books we presently have to sell and limited storage space
at the library.

The drawing for the spa basket will be held on 10/16/2021 for new Garfield Friends
members from the 9/16, 9/26 and 10/16/2021 events.



The Garfield Friends will honor the “free book coupon” on 10/16/2021. 150 coupons were
given out at the Street Fair. The # of coupons collected at the 10/16 book sale will determine
the success of this promotional idea.

By the vote of the members attending the 10/9 meeting, the sale of a bag of books for $5 will
begin at 1:30 pm on 10/16/2021. A combo of plastic and paper bags are needed for that part
of the sale.

A tentative volunteer schedule for the 10/16 book sale was noted as follows:
9:30 am. Setup Debi, Linda, Mike, Alexa, Mac, Fran + 12 students

11:00 am. Sales Rosalie

12:00 noon  Sales Venita & Alicia
1:00 pm. Sales Need volunteers
2:00 pm. Sales Need volunteers
3:00 pm. Sales Need volunteers

4:00 pm. Breakdown Need volunteers + 12 students

B. Street Fair: Mac commented on the good setup for the street fair with the Garfield Friends,
Foundation members, Trustees and library personnel in attendance at two tables located in
Front of the library.

C. The BCCLS breakfast has been cancelled due to the Delta variant.

Future Events:

A. Poetry sub-committee: Michele, Rosalie, Debi, and Ruth. In addition to John Tréhst who
has volunteered his services to emcee a poetry event, Mike Labriola, a guest at today's
meeting, also volunteered to emcee a poetry reading at the library. Mike shared his
professional background and philosophy with us as well as his experience with open mic
poetry reading.

It is anticipated that this will be a co-event with the high school and the Garfield Friends.
Tentative event for 2022.

The Tea event will be considered for 2022 with Paola being considered to provide
refreshments.

8. Update Marketing: Jarek and Mac will coordinate eblasts and websites. Since Jarek was
unable to attend the meeting discussion will take place at the next meeting.

9. Discussion: Alexa suggested the Garfield Friends consider publishing a book of collections
i.e. short stories, poetry, art, recipes, etc. Debi presented her college example of this idea.
Members seemed enthusiastic but felt it should be limited to Garfield residents. This idea will
be considered for 2022. Alexa waiglchair but no sub-committee yet. Start collecting!

10. Future fundraisers: As per the agenda Debi noted possibly selling wreaths and seasonal
mystery bags. Members have been requested to bring suggestions to the next meeting.

Re: Two(2) Little Free Libraries in Garfield

Members at the meeting were outraged by the wording “no need to go to the library” in the
latest publication of the Garfield Quarterly Newsletter on page 4. That wording severely
undercuts the many benefits and services provided by our Garfield Public Library.

Meeting closed at 11:31 am. Motion to adjourn by Debi, accepted by Fran, seconded by
Rosalie.
Next meeting 11/13/201. Minutes submitted by Fran Morrione.



