
Garfield Friends of the Library 
General Meeting Minutes 
March 20, 2021 
 
Present via Zoom:  Debi Lisovsky, Mary Jo Jennings, Ruth Springer, Michele Reutty, 
Rosalie Nickles, Mac Nickles 
 
Friends President, Debi Lisovsky, opened the meeting at 10:02 am. 
 
Agenda: Most attendees were unable to print the agenda so a copy was posted online 
during the meeting for attendees to follow. 
 

1. Theme "Spring into Reading. 
 

2. Secretary's report of February 13, 2021 was read by Fran Morrione.  Meeting 
minutes accepted by Ruth Springer and seconded by Michele Reutty. 
 

3.  Treasurer, Michele Reutty, reported as follows:  $ 3,545.00 current 
balance.  Expenditures of $65.45 for the repair of the library's rolling screen and 
$90.00 for the Winter Wonderland Trivia event were reported. Stipends of $25.00 
each for the Trivia hosts, Chris & Steve, were unanimously approved by the meeting 
attendees and will be purchased soon. 
As per Mary Jo, a correction will be made regarding a $500 check meant for the 
Foundation but directed in error to the Friends account. 

 
4.  Logo update as reported by Ruth Springer was "ready to use." Michele showed 2 
mockups. 
The year 2016 was verified for use on the logo since that was the year the Friends 
organization was incorporated and listed as a 501(3)c nonprofit. A motion to accept 
the logo was entered by Ruth and seconded by Rosalie Nickles. 

 
5.  Membership card mock ups(2) were presented by Michele but were difficult to 
see via Zoom. 
She read the card's statement in part as follows: "this card certifies that (name) is a 
member in good standing of the Friends of the Garfield Library......" 

 
Ruth asked Michele if there was room for the "stars" denoting levels of membership 
on the cards.  Michele said, "Yes."  Debi will acquire the "stars" for Michele. Ruth 
also asked the status of letterhead with the logo which is needed to acknowledge 
donations. 

 
Michele suggested that since membership dues are lagging a reminder letter should 
be sent via email. She also suggested a thank you letter and a 1 year membership 
be sent to Reggie Buggs for his help with the logo.  All present accepted Michele's 
suggestion. Ruth will verify his address. 

 



Discussion continued regarding the logistics for mailing the membership letters and 
cards and/or joining at the library where a file folder with the forms will be 
available.  Michele will update the form and Mary Jo will post it on the City website. 

 
Also discussed was the need to send Friends information directly to Pat Gallagher 
and/or Marie Marks at City Hall. 

 
6.  Copies of the donation letter were sent to members but since all attendee did not 
have their copies on hand, Rosalie displayed a copy on screen and read the 
contents.  Several changes are needed i.e. change Friends of the Garfield Library to 
Garfield Friends of the Library and change zip code from 07025 to 07026. Revised 
copies will be sent via email. A contact # is also needed. 
Rosalie volunteered to be the contact.  She will also send the finalized donation 
letter to Mary Jo for approval. 

 
7.  Events (and advertising outlets for events)Michele suggested advising the 
Community News, 
Garfield Events Committee on municipal website, Facebook when available, library 
website, and possibly a standup sign outside the library (cost of approx. $ 150.) To 
be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
Tea Party: possible Fall/Halloween, costumes encouraged, tentative date, 
10/24/2021 from 2-4:00 pm. 

 
Tanglewood:Mac reported possible performances with restrictions.  Too early to tell 
now but this will be updated for the 4/10/2021 meeting. 

 
Other suggestions: open mic or online poetry(Rosalie & Debi) Red Wheel Barrel 
Poetry Society(Michele).  Per Mary Jo, high schoolers might like this. Per Debi, 
junior memberships? 
Ruth suggested calling Anna @ the high school. Also, another author and/or trivia 
event? 

 
Debi ended the meeting at 11:07 am wishing all a "Happy Spring" with Michele, Debi 
and Rosalie reciting Spring quotes. 

 
Discussion and questions continued as follows: 
Should stamped, self-addressed envelopes be included with the donation letters? 
Yes. 
Stuffing party at the library. No. No onsite meetings allowed. 
Meet in the park? Probably not practical. 

 
Rosalie volunteered to send out the first batch.  She should be reimbursed for 
envelopes, stamps, etc. 

 



Members were asked to provide additional names and addresses at the next 
meeting.  Debi will update the Excel list. 

 
Per Mary Jo, a budget for 2021 is needed as well as next year.  An Executive Board 
meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 3/27/2021 for 9:00 am. 
The next general meeting is scheduled for April 10, 2021. 

 
Submitted by Frances Morrione 
 


